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June 20, 1958 NEW HAMPSHIRE LAW LIBRARY 


Paul E. Farnim, Acting Commissioner of Education OCT 01 1998 


State House Annex | 
Concord, Now Hampshire | | CONCORD, N.H. 


Dear Mre Farnuns 


This 18 in reply to your letter of June 9, 1958 ino 00 
which you request our Snterpretation of RSA 189:14-a and V-b (supp). 


RSA 189:14-a (supp) provides as follows: 


"Paiiuroa to be Renorinated or Roelected. Any teacher 
who has 8 professional atandards certificate from the state 
board of educetion end who has taught for one or more years 
4n the same school district shnll be notified in writing on 
or bafore Merch 15 if he 4s not to be yonominated or rea 
elected. Any such teachor who has taucht for three or more 
years in the seme school district and who has been 80 noti- 
fied muy request in writing within five days of receipt of 
said notice a hearing before the gchool board and may in 
said requast ask for reasons for failure to be renominated 
or reolectod. The school board, upon receipt of said request, 
shall provide for a hearing on the request to be held within 
fifteen days. The school board shall issue 4ts decision in 
writing within fifteen days of the olose of the hearing." 


RSA 189:14-b (supp) provides that a teacher aggricved by - 
es docision of tho school board under noction lea may request & roview by . 
the State Board of Education. 


You first inquiro 23 to what constitutes a year in de- 
termining whether or not a teacher is entitled to notice or hearing within 
the ranning of section lea. We are of tho opinion that this means & 
echicol 392" rather then a calendar yoare Tho scholastic year for all | 
nchool districts ends on Juno 30th in each year (RSA 194:15). The length. 
of the school yoar may wary some from district to district, but will be 
at least thirty-six weeks in duration (RSA 189:1) except in those rate ine 
stances where the lencth of the school year is reduced by the State Board © 
of Fdueation under the provisions of RSA 18932. Aecordingly a teacher 4s 
entitled to the notice required by section l4-a if he has taught one or |. 
more school years in the sane school district, and is entitled to request 
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a honring if he has taucht three or more school years in the same achool . 
districte . | ‘ ; 


You next inquire as to what extent sick leave and absences — 
due to accident or other causes modify or affect a teacher's right to 
notice end hearing undor section l¥ea. It is our opinion that a teacher 
who renains in the enploy of the sane echool district under either a 
written or verbal contract of enployaent through an entire school yesr 
4g ontitled to notice by Haroh 15 if he is not to be renominated or re- | 
elected, irrespective of the duration of his absences or pick leave during 
the school’year. Likewise any teacher who has beon employed throughout 
threo or more ontire school years is entitled to request a hearing irros- . 
pactive of the duration of absences or sick leaves during any ono or more 


of the three or more school yoarse 


In brief, it is our Anterpretation that 4 teacher has ~ 
tought “one or more years 4n the same school district" within the mean- . 
ing of section lea if he has boen retained as a menber of the staff or 
faculty for one or more complete school yeers even though he was not. 
actuelly in the classroom teaching during each and every day that school 
wip in sescion. J 


| ) Goorge T. Ray, Ure 
GIR, Jr/m 7 Assistant Attorney General 


! 
i 
! 
| 
| 
! 
' 
t 








